68      HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

Ms present purpose in this direction. He did not
go down to Tyre or Sid on to look upon the weak-
lings wlio paid tribute without seeing his arms,
but turned northward into the Amanus mountains
on an errand of peace. Here he cut cedar, cypress,
and juniper trees and sent the logs off to Assyria.
Somewhere else in the same district he cut other
trees, called meklvri trees, which seem to have
been numerous enough to give their name to the
country in which they were found. These were
tukeu back to Nineveh and offered to Ishtar, the
lady of Nineveli.

So ended, in the peaceable gathering of building
materials, a remarkable campaign. Asshurnazirpal
had succeeded brilliantly where his predecessors
had failed. But as we look back over the entire
campaign we can discern significant silence concern-
ing one western people. There is no allusion to
Damascus or to any of its tributary states. They
were all left undisturbed, and a glance at the map
reveals how carefully the Assyrian army had
avoided even their outposta To have attacked
that solidly intrenched state would have been cer-
tain disaster, and Asshurnazirpal was wisely in-
structed in passing it by. Years must elapse be-
fore the Assyrians should dare attack it.

The campaign was noteworthy also in that there
had been almost no savagery, no butchering of
men, scarcely any ruthless destruction of cities.
This better state of war was of coui*se due to no
change of method on the part of Asshurnazirpal,